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On Sept. 11, a Cuban delegation headed by Minister Ernesto Melendez Bach, chief of the State
Economic Cooperation Council, left Georgetown after three days of talks with government officials
and private businesspersons. Yesu Persaud, president of the Guyana Manufacturers Association
(GMA), said the Cubans are seeking joint venture partners in Guyana, and are pleading with local
business owners to invest in Cuba. Persaud added, "It is a fantastic development. They want us to
invest even as private businessmen on our own." The vist was the most recent of annual contacts
between Cuban and Guyanese officials since the two nations established diplomatic relations in
1972. It marked the first encounter between an official Cuban delegation and Guyanese private
sector leaders. In 1990, the Cuban government invited Jamaican entrepreneurs and several Jamaican
private sector missions to explore joint ventures in Cuba, mainly in tourism. In July this year, the
Cuban government asked a Caribbean Community (CARICOM) commission to visit the island in
September as observers of everyday life and to speak with average Cubans. A letter to CARICOM
officials said the mission would have full access to officials. Persaud said the Cubans have promised
to send profiles of state-run companies available for investment. Details of currency transactions
will be dealt with later, he added. (Basic data from Inter Press Service, 09/11/91)
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